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4:30 – 6:30 p.m.

CALS Main Library 
Darragh Center – 5th Floor
100 Rock Street
Little Rock, AR
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• Why are We Having this Meeting?
• Study Location Map
• Study Overview
• Purpose and Need
• Frequently Asked Questions

Station 1

• Reconnecting Communities Pilot 
and Study Grants

• Feasibility and Funding
• Reconnecting Downtown

Station 2

Meeting Materials 

• Site History
• Site Context
• What and Where are 

Deck Parks?

Station 3

• Public Engagement
• What’s Next?
• Estimated Study Timeline

Station 4

• Public comment, 
input, and Feedback

Station 5



Station 1
Meeting Materials
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Purpose of this Meeting
Community Engagement Meeting #1

• Introduce concept of a Deck Park between 6th 
and 9th streets in Little Rock, Arkansas. 

• Outline the schedule of the planning study.

• Present strategies to align with the city plans 
and programming.

• Open forum style with no formal presentation.

• Meeting materials at Stations 1-5.

• Study website available with all materials for 
future viewing at lri30deckpark.publicmtgs.com.

To visit the study website, 
scan the QR code above

https://lri30deckpark.publicmtgs.com/


Study Location Map

• The I-30 Deck Park Planning Study area is 
between 6th and 9th streets in Little Rock, 
Arkansas.



Study Overview
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Input

Open Forum 
Community 
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Meetings

Traffic and 
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Feasibility Study, 
Alternative 
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of Recommended 

Alternative

Analyze Project 
Costs

Impact Mitigation 
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• The initial draft Purpose Statement for the 
study is: To provide a Deck Park spanning 
across I-30 between 6th and 9th streets that will 
provide a safer and more desirable 
pedestrian/bicycle crossing over I-30 with 
amenities that would create a community 
gathering place and urban link to “bridge” the 
economic and social divide created by I-30.

• The complete Purpose and Need statement is 
available on the study website as well as on the 
Purpose and Need exhibit.

Study Purpose and Need



1) What is the “Deck Park”?
A deck park is a landscaped public space built on a structure over a highway that reconnects streets and neighborhoods 
separated by the roadway. You might also hear “highway cap” or “lid” as those are common synonyms.

2) What’s a “Planning and Environmental Linkages (PEL) Study”?
A PEL Study is a planning process recognized by the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) that evaluates ideas early and 
documents decisions so they can be carried into the later federal environmental review. Using PEL helps streamline and 
inform the NEPA process and involves agencies and the public up front.

3) What is “NEPA”?
NEPA stands for the National Environmental Policy Act. It’s the federal process that studies environmental, community, and 
economic impacts before any federally funded projects can move forward. Work done during the PEL Study is intended to set 
up and accelerate the future NEPA phase.

4) What is a “Feasibility Study”?
It’s an early-stage analysis that asks: Can a deck park be built here, how might it be built, what would it cost 
(order-of-magnitude), and what benefits or challenges are expected? For this project, the team will develop and compare 
multiple alternatives (including a “no-build” option) and recommend one to advance. 

5) What does “No-Build Alternative” mean?
The “no-build” option keeps things as they are. It’s included in comparisons so the public can see the costs and benefits of 
building the deck park versus making no change. 

Frequently Asked Questions (1 of 2)



6) What is a “Conceptual Design” (or “Conceptual Engineering”)?
Conceptual design turns the recommended alternative into conceptual plans and drawings (layouts, structural concepts, 
safety systems, access, lighting, drainage) with enough detail to estimate cost and carry the project into NEPA and later 
design phases. 

7) What is a “Cost Estimate,” and what does “planning-level” mean?
A planning-level cost estimate is a high-level, early estimate that covers design, construction, and operations & maintenance 
(O&M). It includes contingencies and is refined later as the design becomes more detailed.

8) Who develops the “Funding Strategy”?
The study will outline options for funding the design, construction, and long-term maintenance and operations of the project, 
and will include recommendations for funding sources, sequencing, and risk management.

9) What is the “Traffic & Mobility Study”?
This study looks at how people move today and, in the future, by car, bus, bike, or on foot, how safe those movements are, and 
how the deck park alternatives could affect intersections and travel patterns. Findings inform the alternatives and design.

Frequently Asked Questions (2 of 2)
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RCP and Planning Study Grants
• Reconnecting Communities Pilot (RCP) Program: A U.S. DOT initiative to 

address impacts of past transportation projects.

• In 2024, the City of Little Rock entered into an agreement with the USDOT 
for $2,000,000, the maximum planning grant amount awarded.

• Grant purpose: Planning study for a proposed deck park between 6th 
Street and 9th Street in Little Rock.

• Study coordination: Arkansas Department of Transportation (ARDOT) and 
Federal Highway Administration (FHWA).

• For additional information, visit www.transportation.gov/reconnecting.

http://www.transportation.gov/reconnecting


Feasibility and Funding
• The City of Little Rock is evaluating the feasibility of constructing a Deck Park over I-30 

between 6th Street and 9th Street as part of its USDOT-funded Reconnecting Communities 
Pilot (RCP) Planning Study.

Planning Study will recommend:

Planning Study will outline options for 
Funding:

A blended funding approach is typical for:



Reconnecting Downtown
The I-30 Deck Park can support the framework, goals, and objectives defined in the City of 
Little Rock’s Downtown Master Plan (June 2024): 

• Reconnects Urban Fabric

• Enhances Public Open Space

• Supports Mobility and Connectivity

• Catalyzes Economic Development

• Promotes Placemaking and Culture

• Encourages Downtown Residency Growth

• Improves Quality of Life

• Strengthens Gateway Presence

• Supports Future Trail and Open Space Networks
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Site History



Site Context



What is a Deck Park?

• An urban planning term for a park built 
atop or “decked over” a major 
transportation artery, such as an 
interstate highway. The goal is 
typically to create new green space 
and reconnect neighborhoods that 
were previously divided by the 
infrastructure. 

• A deck park can also be called a “cap” 
or “lid” park. Klyde Warren Park in Dallas





Study Location

• I-30 Deck Park Planning Study: A study to 
explore creating a deck park over 
I-30 between 6th and 9th Streets.

• 30 Crossing Park: A planned 18-acre green 
space in downtown Little Rock, made possible 
by the recent reconstruction and 
reconfiguration of Interstate 30. It will be 
located under the new I-30 bridge between 
President Clinton Avenue and East Second 
Street.
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How We Engage
1. Community Engagement Meetings
2. Community Advisory Board (CAB)
3. Study Website
4. Informal Feedback Channels

Your Voice Matters!

Public Engagement
Listening to Our Community



What’s Next?

• Comments received during the comment period (February 9 - February 24), following 
Community Engagement Meeting #1, will be reviewed by the City of Little Rock.

Comments Received

Schedule

We’re planning two more Community Engagement meetings. Both meetings are expected to 
take place mid to late 2026. Exact dates will be announced as soon as they are scheduled.

Community Engagement Meeting #2
• Based on feedback from Community Engagement Meeting #1, deck park alternatives will be 

developed and presented at the second meeting for additional community input.

Community Engagement Meeting #3
• Once a recommended alternative is selected, it will be presented to the community as their 

opportunity to review the proposed option.



Estimated Study Timeline
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Station 5 Instructions

To visit the study website, 
scan the QR code above

Welcome to Station 5!
Help shape the concept of the deck park by sharing your opinion on 
amenities.

How to Participate:
1. Grab Your Stickers!

• Green = YES (You want this amenity)

• Red = NO (You do not want this amenity)
2. Vote
Place no more than ONE sticker per amenity for an accurate tally. 
Some amenities may look familiar to those existing or planned for other 
parks. Vote based on what you’d like to see at the planned deck park 
location!
3. Make Your Voice Count
Your votes will be tallied and recorded.
The planning team will use your feedback to guide next steps.

If you are here in person: If you’re participating 
online: 



Community Spaces and Green Spaces

Community Spaces? Green Spaces?

Community Engagement for Study Recommendations



Pedestrian Mobility and wellness

Better Ways to Walk Bike, & Ride? Wellness Spaces?

Community Engagement for Study Recommendations



Comment Period

February 2026
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February 9, 2026, through February 24, 2026



Comment Forms & Additional Resources
Visit lri30deckpark.publicmtgs.com

https://lri30deckpark.publicmtgs.com/


Contact Us
Mail | Garver

ATTN: Keegan Doan
4701 Northshore Drive
North Little Rock, AR 72118

Email | PublicInvolvement@GarverUSA.com

@citylittlerock

Phone | 501-823-0730



Thank you for your participation!

@citylittlerock
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