Texarkana, Arkansas
Comprehensive Plan

Public Input Survey
Summary

2040 Texarkana Arkansas Comprehensive Plan

Extensive public input is critical to the success of any
comprehensive planning process. If a plan is to effectively
communicate a community’s values and address its needs, the
first step in the planning process must be to discover what those
values and needs are. This was the goal of the public input process,
to gain an understanding of what the city’s residents and
stakeholders think, feel, and believe about Texarkana, Arkansas.

Introduction Objective

As a part of the development of To provide a summary of the
the Texarkana, Arkansas plan, results of the visioning stage of

residents and community the public input process.
members were asked to

provide input to the planning
team through the online survey
and meeting polls . Several
Input forums were utilized to
encourage participation from a
broad range of community
members.




What Is Your Age?
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Do you live or work in the City of
Texarkana, AR?
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¢ 33% of survey respondents live in the City, while 13.7% work in the city. 24% Live
and Work in the City while nearly 27% live or work outside the City.

Survey Responses
Collected

« The City serves a large regional area. Many respondents who neither live or work
INn the area utilize city businesses and amenities.
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Public Survey Input - Live or Work

If you do not live or work in If you live or work within the City, please
Texarkana, AR, what brings you to list one of the neighborhoods/areas of

the City? town where you live or work.
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« Survey Respondents ranked what brings them to City, if they do not live or work in

Texarkana. Arkansas. The neighborhoods/areas and closest streets or intersections to
a resident's home or workplace are the following (areas/streets
- Restaurants are the primary attraction to those outside City limits. General shopping are ranked from the most to least mentioned):

needs, grocery pick up, entertainment, and visiting or socializing with family are also

highl ked.
S TEES 1.North Heights

2.Rondo
3.Sugar Hill
4.College Hill

5. Jefferson Ave. /.ﬁ\/ﬁ\/ﬁ\/ﬁ.\

6.Stateline
/.Downtown
8.Arkansas Blvd
Q.Trinity
10.South Stateline



Public Survey Input - Live or Work

Why do you choose to live or work in Texarkana, Arkansas?

Close to Family and Friends 54.94%

Income Tax Exemption

Affordable Cost of Living 37.45% . When asked to provide why residents choose to live or work in Texarkana,
Arkansas. Approximately 55% of respondents stated they choose

< Texarkana, Arkansas due to proximity to family and friends.

« "Income tax exemption" ranked second and "affordable cost of living"
ranked third among the reasons why they choose to live in the City.

Low Property Taxes 31.37%

Job Opportunities in the Texarkana Arez 15.59%
Schools

6.65%

6.08%

City Character

Recreational Opportunities 4.37%
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What do you feel are major challenges facing
Texarkana, AR, in the next 20 years?

Crime

Local Job Opportunities/ Economic Development
« Respondents chose "crime" as the leading challenge the city is facing.

Infrastructure and Road Maintenance

« The "lack of local job opportunities/economic development and
Infrastructure/road maintenance" are second and third challenges
respectively.

E - There were additional challenges that should be mentioned though they

were not ranked as top priority challenges. Many respondents noted

Retaining Young Residents After High School Graduation

Improvement/Revitalization of Blighted or Unsightly Areas

Affordable Housing

additional challenges are "affordable housing" and "retaining young

School Desirabilit :
Y residents”.

Local Commercial/Retail

Additional Need for Local Entertainment




Public Survey Input - Development, Housing, and Challenges

What types of development would you like to
see in Texarkana, AR over the next 20 years?
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N/A-I don't think this is important

What types of housing are needed in the City?

Entry Level Single-Family Homes

Mid-Level Single-Family homes

Townhomes

Senior-Focused Housing

Multifamily Residential/Apartments

Duplexes/Triplexes

Neighborhoods With a Diverse Mix of Housing Types

Other

« When asked about the types of developments residents would like to
see over the next 20 years, nearly 72% mentioned they would like to see
Downtown-like Mixed Use within the next five years.

é-_—"- Almost 66% of respondents stated they would like to see an Arts and
Entertainment District or area in the next five years. The third category

of development respondents said they would like to see within the next
five years would be general commercial, retail, and shopping at 65%.

Most respondents would like to see these changes occur within ten
years.

« Survey respondents prefer to see entry-level single-family homes, with 300
responses (55%) mentioning that this is the preferred option.

« Many survey respondents also felt Mid-Level Single-family and townhomes
should be encouraged.




Visual Preferencing - Single-Family Residential (Attached)

Townhome

To understand which types of housing types are preferred in the City of Texarkana, Arkansas, several visual preference exercises were
provided on the survey. Respondents were shown an example of single-family residential (attached) townhome units where each
townhome is owned and occupied by one family.

Respondents were then asked if they like or dislike the idea of encouraging townhome-style development in appropriate areas of the
city. The responses favored the idea of townhome single-family residential example.
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Visual Preferencing - Additional Dwelling Unit (ADU)

To understand which housing types are preferred in the City of Texarkana, Arkansas, several visual preference exercises were
provided on the survey. Respondents were shown an Additional Dwelling Unit (ADU) structure to a single-family home. ADUs are also
commonly referred to as a "Guest House" or "Mother-in-Law Apartment” and are smaller structures placed on the same lot as an

existing single family home. The ADU might be attached to the main dwelling or a separate structure. They can be a great way to
provide housing for a relative or guest.

Respondents were then asked if they like or dislike the idea of encouraging an Additional Dwelling Unit (ADU) structures in
appropriate areas of the city. The responses favored the idea of Additional Dwelling Unit (ADU) structure example.

ATTACHED INTERIOR (UPPER LEVEL)

INTERIOR (LOWER LEVEL) ABOVE GARAGE GARAGE CONVERSIOMN

A Accessory dwelling units (or ADUs) come in many shapes and styles.

From the AARP's "The ABCs of ADUs"
https:/'www.aarp.org/content/dam/aarp/livable-communities/livable-documents/documents-2019/ADU-guide-web-singles-07 161 9.pdf
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Visual Preferencing - Tiny Home Development

To understand which housing types are preferred in the City of Texarkana, Arkansas, several visual preference exercises were
provided on the survey. Respondents were shown a picture of an example of a Tiny Home Development. Tiny Home Developments

have become popular recently throughout the United States and are appealing to people who may not need large living space but
don't wish to live in a traditional apartment.

Respondents were then asked if they like or dislike the idea of allowing tiny home developments in appropriate areas of the city. The
responses favored the idea of tiny home development in appropriate areas.
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Visual Preferencing - Infill Housing

To understand which types of housing types are preferred in the City of Texarkana, Arkansas, several visual preference exercises
were provided on the survey. Respondents were shown examples of infill housing. Infill housing are examples of single-family
residential units that are able to fit on smaller lots within the older parts of town. Many of these include parking areas behind the
home.

Respondents were then asked if they like or dislike the idea of encouraging new types of single-family housing in areas of the City
that have existing small lots. The responses favored the idea of infill housing developments.
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Visual Preferencing - Mixed Use Development

To understand which types of housing types are preferred in the City of Texarkana, Arkansas, several visual preference exercises
were provided on the survey and at the first public meeting. Respondents were shown examples of mixed use developments
(residential apartments over commercial and office uses). While often seen in downtowns, mixed use Developments can also be

established in other parts of the city. mixed use developments create a unique neighborhood feel and a better pedestrian
environment.

Respondents were then asked if they like or dislike allowing mixed use developments in some areas of the City that have traditionally
been exclusively commercial. The responses favored allowi mixed use developments.

Mixed-Use Development:
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Public Survey Input - Quality of Life

Quality of Life is a subjective measure of day-to-day satisfaction and access to needed resources
for health, comfort, and success. Certain factors will matter more to different people.
Respondents were asked to rank the quality of life factors in order of importance to them.

—
—

Safety

Quality Jobs and Financial Opportunities

Repair and Revitalization of Blighted or Unsightly Areas

Quality Parks, Recreation, and Sports Facilities

< Respondents’ view the quality of jobs,
financial opportunities, and safety as

important factors in their quality of

Quality Schools
A Variety of Entertainment Opportunities

Affordable Housing

Good Infrastructure (Roads, Sidewalks, Drainage, etc.) Ilfe.

Local Government Response and Accountability
Access to Quality Healthcare Facilities

Diversity of Housing Choice

Access to the Arts and Creative Opportunities
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2.7

Average Rating

Good Sidewalks and Trail Systems

How would you rate
the quality of life in
Texarkana, Arkansas?




