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PREFACE

The construction of roads, streets, bridges, interchanges, and rest areas for 
the public good requires that private property be purchased by the Arkansas 
Department of Transportation.  This information brochure briefly explains 
the policies and procedures of the Arkansas Department of Transportation 
in acquiring the necessary right of way for construction.

The information contained herein is intended to better inform the public of 
the Department's function and service in acquiring the needed right of way.  
If you are an affected property owner, you may have additional questions 
not answered by this booklet.  The negotiator for the Department will be 
glad to answer any additional questions you may have.
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The Arkansas Department of Transportation employs qualified real estate 
appraisers who determine "Just Compensation".  Just Compensation is the 
fair market value of the acquisition area plus damages caused by the 
acquisition to the remaining property.  The appraiser makes a detailed 
study of real estate transactions in the area to determine prices being paid 
for similar properties.  Property owners are contacted either by mail or in 
person.  The appraiser carefully inspect the land and improvements, 
considering all items that affect value.  From this information the appraiser 
makes an estimate of the fair market value of the property.  These estimates 
of value are then reviewed and approved by a Reviewing Appraiser to 
insure accuracy and inclusion of all items that affect value.  This reviewed 
and approved estimate of value is the Arkansas Department of 
Transportation's offer of just compensation.  The Department's appraisal 
and reviewing process is designed to insure that the fair market value of the 
property is determined in accordance with standard appraisal principles 
and required guidelines.





ACQUISITION 
Negotiations 

The negotiator for the Arkansas Department of Transportation 
familiarizes themselves with the job area, market information and 
valuation of each property prior to beginning negotiations. The 
negotiator then contacts each property owner, either in person, 
by mail, or telephone, to explain the acquisition procedure, the 
appraisal, the right of way maps, and the effect upon the 
ownership. The property owner is presented with a written offer of 
the full estimate of just compensation on all state or federally aided 
projects and a contract to sell the property. On those tracts (all 
parcels  held  under one  ownership)  where  the   acquisition is 
$2,500.00 or less, reasonable requests from property owners for 
personal contacts will be honored. A written offer summary will 
be given to the property owner on state or federally aided 
projects to show the basis for the determination. 
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